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WASH BAG ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a wash bag assembly for delicate 
wash items. 

n. DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

Delicate garments and clothes, such as bras, panties and the like, are usually 
stretched, wom or torn during repeated washing with other clothes. In order to 
protect such delicate garments during the washing process, there have been 
previously known wash bags into which the delicate garments were inserted and then 
the wash bag is placed in the washing machine with the other clothes. 

These previously known wash bags typically comprise a mesh material which 
allows the water and soap to enter into the interior of the wash bag in order to cleanse 
the delicate garments and yet simultaneously protect the delicate garments from other 
clothes during the washing operation. These previously known wash bags, however, 
have not proven wholly satisfactory in use. 

One disadvantage of these previously known wash bags is that the wash bags 
used a relatively large mesh as the material for the wash bag. As such, these 
relatively large mesh materials allowed debris, lint and other objects to enter into the 
interior of the bag during the washing operation. Such other debris and material may 
not only damage the delicate wash items contained within the interior of the wash 
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bag, but also lint that travels into the interior of the bag accumulates on the delicate 
wash items. 

A still further disadvantage of these previously known wash bags is that such 
wash bags are designed to contain a single delicate garment, such as a single bra. 
Consequently, when it is necessary to wash more than one delicate garment, it is 
necessary to either (1) insert multiple wash bags into the washing machine or (2) 
insert two or more wash items into the single bag even though the single wash bag 
was designed to only contain a single wash item. In the latter case, the wash items 
contained within the wash bag may not be adequately cleaned during the washing 
operation. Additionally, when multiple wash items are contained within the wash 
bag, they can become tangled and possibly damaged during the washing operation. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 
The present invention provides a wash bag assembly which overcomes all of 
the above-mentioned disadvantages of the previously known wash bags. 

In brief, the wash bag assembly of the present invention comprises a container 
defining an interior chamber. The container is constructed of a water-permeable 
material and is preferably constructed of a knitted mesh material. 

A separator wall extends through the interior chamber and divides the interior 
chamber into a first and second subchamber. A first closure, such as a zipper, 
selectively provides access into the first subchamber of the container for the insertion 
of a wash item. Similarly, a second closure, such as a zipper, selectively provides 
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access into the second subchamber of the container in order to contain a second wash 
item. 

Preferably the mesh material includes an inner layer and an outer layer which 
are attached together by connecting fibers. The inner layer has openings of a first 
predetermined size and, similarly, the outer layer has openings of a second 
predetermined size. The openings on the inner layer, however, are much larger in 
cross-sectional area than the openings on the outer layer to allow the free flow of 
water and soap through the inner layer. Conversely, the smaller cross-sectional area 
of the openings on the outer layer are dimensioned to prevent, or at least minimize, 
the passage of lint through the outer layer thus protecting the wash items contained 
within the interior of the container from lint and similar detritus. 

In a modification of the invention, the wash bag includes a generally 
rectangular bag made of a mesh material. The top and bottom of the bag are pleated 
such that the bag can expand to accommodate larger articles, such as sweaters. 
Additionally, a zipper or other closure is attached to the container to provide access 
into the interior of the container for the insertion and removal of one or more wash 
items into the interior of the bag. A flap also extends over the zipper in order to 
protect clothing from the zipper during a washing operation. 

BRffiF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
A better understanding of the present invention will be had upon reference to 
the following detailed description when read in conjunction with the accompanying 
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drawing, wherein like reference characters refer to like parts throughout the several 
views, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view illustrating a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the preferred embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view taken substantially along line 3-3 in FIG. 2 and 
enlarged for clarity; 

FIG. 4 is a view taken along line 4-4 in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a view taken along line 5-5 in FIG. 3; and 

FIG. 6 is an elevational view illustrating a second preferred embodiment of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

With reference first to FIGS. 1 and 2, a preferred embodiment of the wash bag 
assembly 10 of the present invention is illustrated. The wash bag assembly 10 
includes a container 12 which is generally cylindrical in shape, thus having a top 14, a 
bottom 16 and an outer cylindrical side wall 18. Consequently, the top 14, bottom 16 
and side wall 18 together define an interior chamber 20. 

As best shown in FIG. 2, a separator wall 22 extends through the interior 
chamber 20 of the container 12 and divides the interior chamber 20 into two 
subchambers 24 and 26. The subchambers 24 and 26 are illustrated in FIG. 1 as 
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being substantially of equal volume. However, in practice, the subchambers 24 and 
26 may be of either the same size, or one may be larger than the other. 

The separator wall 20 is constructed of a water permeable material so that 
water may freely flow through the separator wall 22. Preferably, the separator wall 
5 22 comprises a knitted mesh material made of a synthetic material, such as nylon or 
polyester, and is preferably the same material as the side wall 18. 

A first closure 30, preferably a zipper, selectively provides access into the first 
subchamber 24 to allow the insertion and removal of wash items, such as bras and 
other delicate items, into the subchamber 24. Similarly, a second closure 32 
10 selectively provides access to the second subchamber 26 for the insertion of wash 
items into the subchamber 26 as well as removal of those wash items from the 
subchamber 26 after a washing cycle. 

With reference now to FIG. 3, the top 14, bottom 16 and side wall 18 of the 
container 12 are each constructed of a water-permeable material. Preferably, the 
15 water-permeable material comprises a mesh material 36 having both an inner mesh 
layer 38 and an outer mesh layer 42. The inner layer 38 faces the interior 
subchambers 24 and 26 while, conversely, the outer layer 42 faces outwardly from 
the container 12. A plurality of connecting fibers 44 extend between the inner layer 
38 and outer layer 42 to secure the inner layer 38 and outer layer 42 together. 
20 With reference now particulariy to FIGS. 3 and 5, the inner layer 38 

preferably comprises a knitted mesh 46 having a plurality of openings 48 of a 
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predetermined cross-sectional area. The openings 48 are preferably oval in shape 
with a long dimension of 0.1 inch and a short dimension of 0.08 inch. Additionally, 
the openings 48 have a cross-sectional area sufficiently small so that hooks on wash 
items cannot engage the inner layer 38. The knitted mesh 46 may be constructed of 
5 any suitable material, but preferably is constructed from a synthetic material, such as 
nylon or polyester. Alternatively, however, the inner layer 38 may be constructed of 
any type of fabric, such as woven, non-woven, braided and tufted fabric although 
knitted fabric is preferred. Preferably, the knitted fabric can be a weft knit or a warp 
icnit structure. 

10 With reference now particularly to FIGS. 3 and 4, the outer layer 42 also 

comprises a mesh material 50 having a plurality of predetermined openings 52 of a 
predetermined cross-sectional area. The cross-sectional area of the openings 52, 
however, is smaller than the openings 48 in the inner layer 38. Additionally, the size 
of the openings 52 in the outer layer 42 is sufficiently small to prevent or at least 

15 minimize the passage of lint, fibers and other detritus through the outer layer 42. 

Like the inner layer 38, the outer layer 42 can be made of any type of fabric, 
such as woven, non-woven, braided, tufted fabric and the like, but is preferably a 
knitted fabric. If knitted, the knitted fabric may be either a weft knit or a warp knit 
structure, or a combination of a warp knit and weft knit. Preferably, a warp knit 

20 fabric is used for the outer layer 42. 
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The inner layer 38 has an air permeability of at least 825 cubic feet per 
minute. Similarly, the outer layer 42 has an air permeability of at least 800 cubic feet 
per minute while the mesh material 36 has a combined air permeability of greater 
than 750 cubic feet per minute. In practice, such permeability has been found to 
allow adequate soap and water to enter into the subchambers 24 and 26, thus 
cleansing the wash items contained within the subchambers during a wash cycle, as 
well as enabling the free outflow of water while simultaneously preventing the entry 
of lint and other debris and detritus into the interior of the subchambers 24 and 26 or 
between the layers 38 and 42. 

In practice, one or more wash items are placed into each of the subchambers 
24 and 26 of the container 12. Thereafter, the closures 30 and 32 are closed thus 
entrapping the delicate wash items within the interior of the container 12. The 
container 12 is then placed within the washing machine and washed either by itself, 
or along with other items to be cleaned. 

During the washing operation, the wash bag assembly 10 allows the free flow 
of water into the interior of the container 12 thus washing the items contained within 
the interior of the chamber 12. Simultaneously, the wash container 12 protects the 
delicate wash items within the container 12 from damage caused by rubbing and/or 
impacting against other garments contained within the washing machine as well as 
the washing machine itself during the wash cycle. 
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With reference now to FIG. 6, a second embodiment of the present invention 
is illustrated and comprises a wash bag 80 constructed of a water-permeable material, 
such as a knitted mesh. Furthermore, the size of the openings in the knitted mesh is 
preferably small enough to prevent or at least minimize the entry of lint and other 
debris into the interior of the bag 80. Additionally, the wash bag 80 has an air 
permeability of greater than 800 CFM. 

A closure 82, such as a zipper, is provided on the bag 80 in order to provide 
access into the interior of the bag. Additionally, a flap 83 overlies the closure 82 to 
protect other garments from the closure 82 during a washing operation. 

The wash bag 80 is generally rectangular in shape thus having a top 86, a 
bottom 84, spaced-apart sides 86, a front 88 and a back 90. Additionally, both the top 
86 and bottom 84 include pleats 92 to allow the bag 80 to expand in size. 
Consequently, the bag 80 is expandable to acconmiodate bulkier items, such as 
sweaters. 

From the foregoing, it can be seen that the present invention provides a wash 
bag assembly which efficiently and effectively protects delicate wash items, such as 
bras, lingerie and like, from damage during a washing operation. Having described 
my invention, however, many modifications thereto will become apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which it pertains without deviation from the spirit of the invention 
as defined by the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
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